	NUSTEP Introduction to Literature
	[image: image1.jpg]Vil

(g
NIAGARA
UNIVERSITY

Education That Makes a Difference








	Course ID: ENG 110 (3 credit hours)
	Course Name:  Introduction to Literature

	Instructor: Mrs. Wolf

	E-mail: awolf@nfschools.net or aimtw86@gmail.com

	Office Hours: TBD
	Phone: 278-5800 Ext. 41233

	Office Location : Room 233 FILLIN  sd  \* MERGEFORMAT 
	


Department Mission Statement

The mission of the English department is to prepare students to use language-based critical thinking skills as a powerful tool in their public lives (career and world citizenship) as well as in personal enrichment (aesthetic, interpersonal and spiritual concerns). Students develop and practice these skills by reading, analyzing, and critiquing, in both oral and written formats, a wide variety of texts: literature; literary criticism and theory; and business and technical documents. 

Course Description

ENG 110, Literary Perspectives, is a special topics course which allows students to concentrate on a significant author, topic, genre, medium, period, or movement set against contextualizing backdrops of literary, cultural, political, and/or historical change. Different sections of ENG 110 focus on different topics.
Method of Teaching

Much of our class time will generally be spent in group discussions of literary and theoretical texts and concepts. Because this is also a Writing Intensive class, the course will work toward development of writing skills through writing exercises, conferences, multiple drafts, and peer review, both in person and online. Students will produce a minimum of 2,500 words (ten pages) of finished writing.
Student Learning Objectives

To meet the English Department common learning objectives for this course: 

1. Students will read attentively, closely, and critically, effectively using primary texts through 

quotation and reference, drawing supported conclusions that reach beyond generalizations. 

2. Students will demonstrate an ability to analyze a literary text, in a way that synthesizes critical 

approach, historical context, and/or ideological orientation. 

3. Students will develop and challenge their thinking through scholarly engagement with 

secondary sources. 

4. Students will write thoughtfully, coherently, and persuasively: 

 ▪ Student establishes a central point or focus 

 ▪ Student effectively uses evidence to support and develop the central point 

 ▪ Student develops points in argument in an orderly manner 
 ▪ Student demonstrates appropriate writing mechanics. 

The goals of this section of Literary Perspectives are to: 

1. Analyze complex themes of gender, sexuality, race, nationality, and other aspects of identity in order to reflect on contemporary society. 

2. Examine the historic, socio-cultural, and political influences on the writer’s works.

3. Understand the role of storytelling and reading as a form of social awareness. 

This course is also designed to help you to meet General Education goals: 

1. Demonstrated understanding of core critical thinking skills of literary study. 

2. Demonstrated ability to ethically attribute sources of information. 

3. Demonstrated ability to communicate effectively through written means.

4. Demonstrated knowledge of current professional ethical norms or expectations.
Assessment
	Student Learning Objective
	Method of Assessment
	General Education Goals

	1. Students will read attentively, closely, and critically, effectively using primary texts through quotation and reference, drawing supported conclusions that reach beyond generalizations


	Response to literature; essays
	1

	2. Students will demonstrate an ability to analyze a literary text, in a way that synthesizes critical approach, historical context and/or ideological orientation


	Response to literature; essays; class discussion
	1,4

	3. Students will develop and challenge their thinking through scholarly engagement with secondary sources.


	Essays 
	2,4

	4. Students will write thoughtfully, coherently, and persuasively: Student establishes a central point or focus; Student effectively uses evidence to support and develop the central point; Student develops points in argument in an orderly manner; Student demonstrates appropriate writing mechanics.


	Peer review; essays
	2,3,4


Outline of Course

Fall

· Fences by August Wilson

· “Mending Walls” by Robert Frost; “My Old Man” by Charles Bukowski

· “Everyday Use” by Alice Walker; “Girl” by Jamaica Kincaid

Winter

· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

· “Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemingway; “Rocking-Horse Winner” by D. H. Lawrence

· “The World is Too Much With Us” by William Wordsworth; “A Noiseless Patient Spider” by Walt Whitman; “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” by T. S. Eliot

Early Spring

· Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi

· “The Lesson” by Toni Cade Bambara; “Girl” by Jamaica Kincaid

Late Spring

· The Round House by Louise Erdrich

· “The Red Convertible” by Louise Erdrich

· “How to Write the Great American Indian Novel” by Sherman Alexie; “From the House of Yamanja” by Audre Lorde 

· Final Project
Requirements of Course and Workload Information
· Mutual respect for one another is a top priority in this class. We must be respectful of each other’s opinions and viewpoints. Some of the content of our reading selections may be sensitive and deals with adult situations; please see me with any concerns.

· All formal assignments must be type-written with 12 point font and double spacing. Assignments can be submitted through Teams or my email.

· Since this course is based on literature, students are required to come to class having completed all assigned reading and should be prepared to participate in related class discussions.

· For writing assignments, drafting is an important part of this writing process. To receive feedback on your essay drafts, you must submit your work on time.

Textbooks(s)

Fences by August Wilson
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi

The Round House by Louise Erdrich
Major assignments

Literature Responses (Short stories and novels) - 35% of course grade

You will be responsible to responding to our literature selections by offering original and thoughtful analysis to the characters, themes, setting, events, conflicts, and rhetorical devices. Written responses should be thorough and show effort.

Essays – 35% of course grade

You will be writing analysis essays in response to our full length texts that reflect your analysis and understanding of the deeper meanings of our stories. 

Peer and Teacher Review of Essays - 20% of course grade

You will be submitting drafts for peer and teacher review to improve your writing.

Final project - !0% of course grade

 You will conduct research on a topic of your choosing that involves critical reading and reflection of a literary topic.
Attendance Policy

Every student has the right to the educational opportunities that will enable the student to develop to his or her fullest potential. To maximize these opportunities, it is the responsibility of the student to attend every class every day. Regular attendance and promptness are expected in all classes and are essential for student success

If students are absent, a written note signed by parent or guardian should be provided to the student’s roll call teacher. Failure to do so within 5 days constitutes an illegal absence. If students are absent on the day an assignment is due, they must bring in a note excusing their absence in order to avoid point deductions for turning in late work.

NO STUDENT, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE, IS TO LEAVE SCHOOL OR SCHOOL GROUNDS WITHOUT BEING OFFICIALLY EXCUSED. THE ONLY PERSONS IN THE HIGH SCHOOL AUTHORIZED TO OFFICIALLY EXCUSE STUDENTS ARE THE BUILDING ADMINISTRATORS AND/OR THE SCHOOL NURSES
Grading Policies and Procedures

DEADLINES ARE IMPORTANT!  You will be given ample opportunity to complete all assignments.  Since no one can afford a zero averaged into his/her grade, pay close attention to due dates as they are posted for each assignment.

· I will drop the lowest grade, unless it is a zero.  I expect students to turn in all assignments on time!

· If you are absent when an essay assignment is due, you are to bring in a valid excuse from a parent/guardian with a phone number so I can verify the absence and reason for not turning in the work.  If you do not have a valid excuse for missing the due date, you will not receive full credit for the assignment.

· You are expected to submit assignments through Teams or aimtw86@gmail.com

Make up work such as tests or quizzes will be administered to you when you return to school.  Students can complete work after school, during a free period (lunch or study hall) or during class depending on the agenda of the day.  If you are truant from class, you will not be able to make up your work and will receive a zero.
Class Expectations
 
I have one main rule – RESPECT! This works for all of us.  We will listen to each other and be open to the opinions and thoughts of everyone.  Remember to raise your hand, cooperate with others, and be courteous and respectful of everyone.  Do the best you can in everything that you do. 

· PLEASE put away all electronic devices during class lessons! You will have access to these when appropriate (
· Always put forth your best effort.

Consequences

Since it is my intention to have a safe, successful, and productive school year, I will not tolerate students who do not adhere to those goals.  Students who choose to be disruptive, disrespectful, and break school and class rules will have to face the consequences to their decisions.

· If there is a problem, I will speak to you privately to address the issue.

· Students who are truant, late, or in violation of any school policy will be written up and face the deans of discipline.

· I will contact parents and inform them of student behavior.

· Depending upon the infraction, such consequences will be time in the Time Out study hall, suspension, and grade deductions.

If you have any concerns or difficulties either in school or at home, please do not hesitate to see me.  I am here to help you and direct you to where help is available.  It is my responsibility to make sure you are safe; therefore, I have the right to share discussions and written correspondence with an administrator or other staff member if I find that your health and/or well-being are at risk. I encourage you, along with your parents/guardians, to feel free to contact me anytime.  You may call me at school (278-5800 Ext. 41233), via email – awolf@nfschools.net, or Teams chat.

  Your input is always valuable and welcomed. Reading, writing, thinking, and speaking are all part of this class, as well as your future.  Get involved with school and life.  I am confident that this will be a year filled with interesting and enjoyable experiences.  I look forward to the year ahead!
General Essay Rubric

	Performance Criteria
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Below Expectations

	Content
	Accomplished purpose of assignment directly and completely in an exceptional manner.  Topic is thoroughly supported by specific, accurate and relevant data.
	Accomplished assignment in a capable manner. Topic is covered but supporting detail is somewhat lacking in specificity, accuracy, or reference.
	Accomplished purpose of assignment only partially or indirectly.  Little to no supporting data or data presented was not relevant, specific, or accurate.

	Organization
	Exceptionally clear sense of unity and order, logical transitions, highly effective opening and closing.
	Adequate sense of unity and order, most transitions effective, clear opening and closing.
	Lacked sense of unity and order, ineffective/lack of transitions, ineffective opening and closing.

	Style
	Used smooth, clear, readable prose in a superior way, no wordiness, and consistently effective word choice.
	Used smooth, clear, readable prose throughout most of the paper, occasional wordiness, generally appropriate word choice.
	Lacked smooth, clear, readable prose, generally ineffective word choice.

	Grammar and Mechanics
	Few, if any, errors throughout the essay in use of Standard English, rules of grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and usage.
	Not more than a few errors in the use of Standard English, rules of grammar, spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and usage.
	More than a few errors in the use of Standard English, rules of spelling, grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and usage.

	Format
	Paper was neat, clear, and understandable.
	Paper was sufficiently written, clear, and understandable.
	Paper was sloppy, unclear, and difficult to understand.


Written Response Rubric

	A (90-100)
	B (80-89)
	C (70-79)
	D-F (65-Below)

	Clearly and effectively responds to the assignment.
	Response to assignment is generally adequate and thorough. 
	Minimally responds to the assignment.
	Does not respond well to assignment; incomplete.

	Ideas are clearly stated and topic is effectively developed.
	Ideas are clear and developed.
	Ideas are clear or implicit and topic is partially developed.
	Ideas are unclear and topic only partially developed; responses may be incomplete or missing.

	Responses are supported by a variety of relevant facts, quotes, examples from the text and readings.
	Responses are nicely supported with relevant facts, quotes, and examples from the text and readings.
	Responses are generally supported but not as many relevant examples. Less than required sentences for support.
	Responses are supported by some examples or none at all.  Incomplete sentences with no support.

	Few, if any minor errors in sentence construction, usage, grammar, or mechanics.
	Few minor or major errors in sentence structure, usage, grammar, or mechanics.
	More numerous errors in sentence structure, usage, grammar, or mechanics.
	Errors are distracting and confusing in sentence structure, grammar, or mechanics.

	Source material is incorporated logically and insightfully.
	Source material is incorporated logically and accurately.
	Source material is incorporated adequately and accurately.
	Source material is incorporated but not always correctly or clearly.


Research Essay Rubric

	Category
	Exceeds Standard
	Meets Standard
	Nearly Meets Standard
	Does Not Meet Standard
	Score

	Thesis Statement:  4 points
	Clearly and concisely states the paper’s purpose in a single sentence, which is engaging and thoughtful. 

(4 points)
	Clearly states the paper’s purpose in a single sentence.

(3 points)
	States the paper’s purpose in a single sentence.

(2 points)
	Incomplete and/or unfocused.

(0-1 point)
	

	Introduction:

5 points
	Engaging, states the main idea and previews the structure of the paper.

(5 points)
	States the main topic and previews the structure of the paper.

(4 points)
	States the main topic but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper.

(3 points)
	Little to no clear introduction or main topic and the structure of the paper is missing.

(0-2 points)
	

	Body Paragraphs:

10 points each
	Each paragraph has thoughtful supporting details that develop the main idea.

(10 points x 3)
	Each paragraph has sufficient supporting details that develop the main idea.

(8-9 points x 3)
	Each paragraph lacks supporting details.

(6 -7 points x 3)
	Each paragraph fails to develop the main idea.

(0 – 4 points x 3)
	

	Organization-Structural Development of Idea:

15 points
	Thesis is well developed through required paragraphs; transitions are used to enhance organization.

(15 points)
	Paragraph development is present but not perfected through required paragraphs.

(13-14 points)
	Logical organization; organization of ideas is not fully developed; less than required paragraphs.

(10-12 points)
	Little to no evidence of structure or organization.

(0-9 points)
	

	Conclusion:

10 points
	Engaging and thoughtful.

(10 points)
	Sufficiently demonstrates understanding of topic.

(7-8 points)
	Briefly demonstrates understanding of the topic.

(5-6 points)
	Incomplete or unfocused.

(0-4 points)
	

	Mechanics:

9 points
	No errors in punctuation, spelling, and capitalization.

(9 points)
	Limited errors in punctuation, spelling, and capitalization.

(7-8 points)
	Some errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.

(5-6 points)
	Numerous and distracting errors in spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.

(0-4 points)
	

	Usage:

7 points
	No errors in sentence structure and word usage.

(7 points)
	Limited errors in sentence structure and word usage.

(5-6 points)
	Some errors in sentence structure and word usage.

(3-4 points)
	Numerous and distracting errors in sentence structure and word usage.

(0-2 points)
	

	Citations:

10 points
	All cited works are correctly formatted with no errors.

(10 points)
	Some cited works are correctly formatted; inconsistencies are evident.

(8-9 points)
	Few cited works; are done in the correct format with some errors.

(6-7 points)
	Less than required citations are included. (3-5 points)
No citations evident will result in zero points.
	

	References Page:

 5 points
	Done in correct format with no errors. Required amount of sources are included.

(5 points)
	Done in correct format with few errors. Required amount of sources are included.

(4 points)
	Correct format with numerous errors. Less than required sources are included.

(2-3 points)
	 Errors in format and/or less than required sources.

(0-1 points)

No Works Cited page will result in zero points.
	

	Cover page and Header:

5 points
	Includes proper APA cover page and header with page number. (5pts)

	Some errors in APA cover page and header w/page number. (4 points)
	Numerous errors in APA cover page and header w/page number. (2-3 points)
	Missing APA cover page and/or header w/page number (0-1 point)
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